
The T S Eliot Prize  
Shadowing Scheme 2012

For ThE aTTEnTion oF: the Librarian / head of engLish

What is the Shadowing Scheme?
It introduces students to the best 
new poetry and allows them to read 
and develop their critical faculties by 
shadowing the judges. From 25 October, 
soon after the announcement of the 
shortlist, two poems from each of the 
shortlisted collections will be available to 
download from the PBS website at  
www.poetrybooks.co.uk/projects/15. 
From 5 October a teachers’ guide will  
be up on the emagazine website, 
www.emagazine.org.uk.

1. Student writing competition
Individual students can enter by writing a 500 word 
rationale for their choice of poet, explaining, on the 
basis of the sample poems, why they think that poet 
should win. The rationale should be sent by email to 
barbara@englishandmedia.co.uk.

2. Student poll 
Students can take part in the nationwide student poll, 
by recording their individual choice on the emagazine 
website. Teachers who want to send in their class votes 
should email lucy@englishandmedia.co.uk with the 
breakdown of the voting.

Every year the Poetry Book Society awards the T S Eliot Prize for Poetry, ‘the world’s top 
poetry award’ (The Irish Independent). Ten collections of poetry, written that year, are 
shortlisted. In 2011 the winner was John Burnside for his collection Black Cat Bone. 
PBS and emagazine invite students to take part in shadowing the judges of this year’s 
prize: Chair Carol Ann Duffy and poets Michael Longley and David Morley.

//  The Shadowing Scheme is a wonderfully 
innovative way for students to engage 
with the freshest new poetry, to be the 
best readers who select the best poetry, 
and to tell us how and why. // 

Carol Ann Duffy, Poet Laureate and Chair of 2012 T S Eliot Prize judges
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The prizes
The winner of the student writing competition will:

•   win two tickets to both the T S Eliot Prize Readings 
and the Award Ceremony

•   receive a full set of all 10 shortlisted collections

•   win a year’s subscription to emagazine and a year’s 
membership of the Poetry Book Society

•   win a year’s education membership of the Poetry 
Book Society for their school

•   have their rationale published in emagazine 

Two runners up will have their rationale published in 
emagazine and win a year’s subscription to the magazine.

It’s very easy to take part!
•   Librarians can hold discussion groups in the lunch 

hour or after school.

•   Teachers can set up readings and discussions in 
enrichment groups or literary societies.

•   School discussion boards can be created on the web 
to share comments and viewpoints – other staff might 
want to join in.

•   Teachers can give over a lesson or two to reading and 
talking about the sample poems.

•   Individual students can be encouraged to enter the 
writing competition.

//  Writing my rationale at 
first seemed an unusual 
off-curriculum homework, 
but it turned into the initial 
step of an incredible poetry 
experience which I feel 
extremely lucky to have 
had. The Award Ceremony 
was a glamorous and 
exciting event where I felt 
honoured to be rubbing 
shoulders with such world 
class poets. Hearing all the 
shortlisted poets reading 
was a fantastic experience, 
and receiving each signed 
collection means that I will 
remember them for the rest 
of my life. // 

Liam O’Brien, Winner of the student writing 
competition in 2011.

Further details
The Shadowing Scheme starts on 25 October with 
poems from each of the shortlisted collections 
available to download from  
www.poetrybooks.co.uk/projects/15. 

The closing date for both the student poll and the 
writing competition is 18 December. 
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